
 

Kingsbury ElementaryðòLight the Fireò 

A  m e s s a g e  f r o m  Y o u r  p r i n c i p a l  

Dear Parents,  
We are entering the busiest season of the school year. The month of May 

is loaded with end-of-the-year activities, trips, awards programs, and testing. This 
has been a very successful year in the kingdom. Your support has made our 
success possible, and we thank you.  

Our annual Volunteer Breakfast will be held Thursday, May 3, at 8AM. We 
deeply appreciate our faithful volunteers and the wonderful service they provide day to day for our 
students. We could not accomplish what we do for our students without you!   
Kingsbury will observe Employee Appreciation Week May 7-11. Our PTA has planned 
many thoughtful gifts and services to make sure our staff feels valued and appreciated.  

SC Ready testing will be held during the month of May in the areas of math, 
reading, and writing. Please note the dates on the enclosed calendar. SC PASS will be 
administered to 4th graders in science and 5th graders in social studies. Please make 
sure your child receives a good nightôs sleep and healthy breakfast each day. It is 
important that students arrive at school on time each of these days! These tests 
measure student achievement levels based on the South Carolina 
Curriculum Standards. Please encourage your child to give her or his 
best effort and support them during this important assessment. Test 
results will assist our teachers in planning instruction to meet the 
individual needs of all students.  

Please note the enclosed calendar for important events that 
you will want to attend this month. Interims will go home on Monday, 
May 7. Our Spring Concert and Play will be held on Monday, May 14 
at 6PM. Our Field Day for grades 3-5 will be held on Thursday, May 
24 and Field Days for grades K-2nd which will be held on Friday, 
May 25.   Field Day times are 8:15-10:45 for all grades. 

Note that school will be closed on Monday, May 28 in 
observance of Memorial Day. The last day of preschool is June 1. 
The Promotion Ceremony for 5th graders will be held at Patriot Hall, 
Wednesday, June 6 at 6PM. The last two days of school (June 6 and 
7) will be half days for students with 11AM dismissal.   

Do not hesitate to contact me if I may be able to help at any 
time. I look forward to seeing you often throughout the ñKingdomò 
during these last few weeks of school!  

 
Sincerely,  
Phillip W. Jackson  
Principal 
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Find out 

more about 

us by scan-

ning above 

Scenes from this yearõs 

Knights on Broadway 

Talent Show are scat-

tered throughout this 

monthõs Knight Life.  

Enjoy! 



 

Kingsbury ElementaryðòLight the Fireò 

Grade Level News Whatôs Going On Around the School 

 
Preschool - The Preschool students are having a wonderful time watching chicks hatch! It has been so much fun holding 
them and watching them grow.  May is so full of wonderful activities. We will have Water Day and an End of the Year 
Celebration.  And it has been a wonderful year! Thank you for all of the support from our parents. Our preschoolers are 
ready for kindergarten. And we have enjoyed watching our students grow and see their love of learning blossom. Thank 
you for a great year! See you next year in kindergarten.  The Snazzy Squirrels have enjoyed their partnership with the 
Sumter High School Teacher Cadets. The cadets are taking them to the beach in May to culminate their yearlong 
partnership.  The FlutterBugs would, also, like to give a special thanks to our two Teacher Cadets for taking the time to 
come teach our little knights! 
Kindergarten ï We can hardly believe that the school year is coming to a close. This year has been full of teachable 
moments for all. The kids have become amazing scientistôs, mathematicians, readers, and writers. We are so very proud 
of all they have accomplished. Please continue to read with your child daily, discuss the books, and write about what you 
saw or did. Use your child's toys to make fun math stories that you can solve together.  Just a few reminders on some 
important events that are going to be taking place in the next few weeks. Kindergarten will be going to the Aquatic Center 
on Wednesday, May 23rd (Spigner and Rickard) and Thursday, May 24th (McCaffrey, Novak, & McCormick) from 9AM to 
12:30PM. Permission slips and money are due by Wednesday, May 16th. We would love to have some parents come with 
us but be sure you have completed the volunteer packet. Kindergarten Promotion Celebrations will be on Friday, June 4, 
at 9AM for Mrs. McCormick's class, 8:45AM for Mrs. Rickardsô class, and 9:30AMfor Mrs. Spigners class. Mrs. McCaffreyôs 
and Mrs. Novak's celebration will be on Friday, June 1st at 9AM. Please check your child's folder daily for important 
information.  We hope everyone has a safe and fun summer! 
First Grade  - The students are continuing to work hard in first grade. They have enjoyed learning about plants including 
the parts of plants, plant needs and the different parts of plants that we eat. We are currently growing plants in our 
classrooms and they are making observations. We have been working on an economics unit in Social Studies too. They 
have been using strategies during guided reading groups to read informational text and add to their schema.  

During math, the students will continue reviewing addition and subtraction strategies. We have been working on a 
geometry unit and will begin a measurement unit. The students will measure length with nonstandard units and tell time to 
the hour and half hour.   A flyer was just sent home about the cost of our end of the year events. A flyer with exact dates 
for our end of the year events will be sent home soon.  Thank you for all your support this year and we hope you have a 
wonderful summer!  
Second Grade-  It's May! We're almost there! Remember that students are working to meet their academic goals for the 
last quarter. Please take a moment with your child to review Knights Rule. Stay 
tuned to your child's homework folder as there are many events planned as the 
year comes to an end. Continue to have your child read 20 minutes daily at 
home as we work to build fluency. Ask your child questions about his/her 
reading to help improve comprehension. Review math facts at home daily to 
encourage math fluency. In science, we have introduced our final unit on animal 
life as we observe the life cycle of the butterfly and work on habitat projects. We 
look forward to great work in May!  
Third Grade - Once again, it is hard to believe that another school year is about 
to come to a close! What a fast 10 months it has been! A tremendous amount of 
learning has taken place in third grade. The old saying, ñtime flies when youôre 
having fun,ò still applies. 
We are very proud of the accomplishments and gains that our third graders 
have demonstrated throughout the 2017-
2018 school year in preparation for 4th 
Grade. Studies have shown that during 
an extended summer vacation, kids can 
lose an average of 2.6 monthsô worth of 
knowledge. To maintain student progress 
and academic performance, we 
recommend students to read for at least 
thirty minutes daily. The Sumter County 
Library offers great summer programs 
and services for students.  We hope you 
have a Safe and Fun Summer! 
 



 

Kingsbury ElementaryðòLight the Fireò 

May Calendar of Events  
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 1 2 
 

Kilowatt Kitchen  
Assembly in Multi-

Purpose Room 
K-2 8:30 

3-5thð9:30  

3 
 

Volunteer Breakfast 
8:00am in Art Room 

4 

7 
 

Interims Issued  
 
 

8 9 
 

Bronze Knight Movie in 
Multi-Purpose Room 

10 
 

Preschool to Ripleyôs 
Aquarium 

8:00-3:30PM 
 

SC Ready Begins 

11 
 

GEMS Overnight  
Retreat 6:00PMð

7:00AM in Multipurpose 
Room 

 

14 
 

Spring Musical  
6:00PM in Cafeteria 

 

15 
 

2nd Grade Zoo Trip 
8:15 to 3:30 

16 17 
 
 

18 
 

Mrs. Hatfieldôs Class 
Performs Stone Soup 

at 9:30 in Cafeteria 
 

Knights in Training 
Overnight Retreat  

6:00PM to 7:00AM 

21 22 23 
 

Kindergarten Swimming 
at Aquatics Center 

9-12:30 

24 
 

Kindergarten Swimming 
at Aquatics Center 

9-12:30 
 

Field DayðGrades 3-5 

25 
 

Pink Shirt Day 
 

Field DayðGrades K-
2nd 

 
5th Grade to Carowinds 

8:00AMð9:00PM  

28 
 

No schoolðMemorial 
Day 

 
5th Grade Leaves for 

Washington, DC 

29 
 
 

Water DayðPre-K 

30 
 

AutismðEnd of the 
Year at Bobby Richard-

son Park 9-1:30 PM 
 

Water Dayð3rd Grade  
 

Kindergarten Gradua-
tion in Courtyard 

Rickardð8:45AM 
Spignerð9:30AM 

31 
 

Pre-K End of Year  
Programs 

 
Morris in Cafeteria 

Gibbs in Classroom 
Bradham in Classroom 

 
 

1st Grade Water Day 
 

4th Grade to Congraree 
Park 

 

See Page 5 For June Calendar of Events! 
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Kingsbury ElementaryðòLight the Fireò 

Math Coach Corner  
Five Fun Summer Math Games  

BY BONNIE SCHIEDEL 

Avoid the summer slide with these games that are so fun, the kids 
wonôt even realize theyôre learning.  
The ñsummer slideò isnôt just the fun kind at the playground or water parkðit refers to loss of academic skills over the 
summer months. Math skills in particular take a hit, with kids sometimes losing two or more months of math knowledge, 
according to research from Duke University and the University of Missouri. Experts suggest doing math games 
and activities with your kids during the summer to beat the brain drain. Here are five we like: 
1. Math Hike 

Take a math hike and look for different geometric shapes. Measure and chart elements like daily temperature highs 
and lows, the growth of a plant or the amount of rainfall.                                   

2. 2.  Put Math on the Menu 
At a restaurant? After you order, hang onto the menus. Then, try these games: 
Ask your kids to find the most and least expensive items. 
Challenge them to count up the total number of dishes between $8 and $12. 
Get them to estimate tax or tip.  
Challenge them to find the weirdest combination of menu items that totals $36. 

3. Math on the beach 
Write the numbers 1 to 11 on a beach ball or another large ball. When a player catches the ball, she adds, multi-
plies or subtracts (depending on what skill you want to practice) the two numbers that her hands are touching.  

4. Cook up some fractionsñTo practice fractions, halve, double or triple a favorite summertime recipeéthen enjoy 
the delicious results!     

5. Roll the diceðEach person gets a paper with a number written at the topðsay, 300. The first person rolls a pair of 
dice and combines the two numbers that come up (for example, a 3 and a 4 makes 34). Subtract 34 from 300. Then 
the next person takes a turn. The first to reach zero is the winner 

https://www.todaysparent.com/kids/school-age/summer-math-games/ 

June Calendar of Events  
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

    1 
 

Last Day of Pre-K 
 

2nd Grade Water Day 
 

Kindergarten   
Graduation 

Novak & McCaffrey  
9:00AM 

4 
 

Kindergarten Gradua-
tionðMcCormick in 

Courtyard at 9:00AM 
 

Awardsð4th Grade 
1:00PM 

5 
 

2-3rd Grade Awardsð
8:15 in Multipurpose 

Room 
 

3 Piggy Opera  - 9:30 
AM in Cafeteria 

6 
 

EARLY DISMISSAL 
(11:00AM) 

 
5th Grade Graduation 
at 6PM at Patriot Hall 

7 
 

EARLY DISMISSAL 
(11:00AM) 

 
Last day of School 

 
Report Cards Issued 

 

https://www.todaysparent.com/family/activities/apps-to-avoid-the-summer-slide/
https://www.todaysparent.com/family/activities/best-water-parks-canada/
https://www.todaysparent.com/family/activities/ways-to-get-yours-kids-off-screens-this-summer/
https://www.todaysparent.com/kids/school-age/summer-math-games/


 

Kingsbury ElementaryðòLight the Fireò 

May Menu  
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 1  
Ham & Cheese Biscuit 

or Cereal 
Apples or Juice  

 
Country Steak  

w/ Gravy Potatoes 
Cornbread or 

Deli Ham and Cheese 
Sliced Carrots 

Blushing Blueberry 

2  
Breakfast Pizza or 

Cereal 
Pineapple or Juice  

 
BBQ Pork/Steamed Rice or 

Yogurt Boxed Lunch 
Pinto Beans or 
Green Peas 

Sliced Peaches or 
Flavored Applesauce 

3  
Pancake/Sausage 

Hashbrown or Cereal 
Oranges or Juice   

 
Pepperoni Pizza or 

Turkey and Cheese on 
WW Bun 

Steamed Broccoli or 
Fresh Melon Cup or 

100% Blue Razz Juice 

4  
Cinnamon Roll or 

Cereal 
Pears or Juice  

 
Nachos or 

Chicken Fajita 
Steamed Corn 

Fresh Grapes or 
Ridgefield Frozen 

Fruit Cup 

7  
Apple Frudel or 

Cereal 
 Peaches or Juice 

 
 Baked Fish Tenders 
w/ Tartar Sauce or 

Corndog 
Baked Beans 

Crinkle Cut Fries 
Apples or Juice 

8 
 Chicken Biscuit or 

 Cereal 
Apples or Juice   

 
Spaghetti w/ 

Garlic Toast or 
Deli Turkey and 
Cheese on Bun 
Green Beans or 

V-Juice  

9  
Breakfast Pizza or 

Cereal 
Pineapple or Juice  

 
Grilled Cheese or 

Ham & Cheese Flatbread 
Steamed Broccoli or 

Tossed Salad w/ Dressing 
Sliced Peaches or 

Strawberry Fruit Cup 

10  
Pancake and Sausage 

or Cereal 
Oranges or Juice  

 
Turkey w/ Gravy 

Rice or 
Chef Salad w/ Dressing 

Sliced Carrots or 
Green Peas 

Melon Cup or  Juice 

11  
Grits/Toast/Eggs or 

Cereal  
Pears or  Juice  

 
Pepperoni Pizza or 

Chicken Salad 
Steamed Corn 

Fresh Strawberries 
Grape Cup or 

Fruit Cup 

14  
 
 

Managerôs Choice  

15  
 
 

Managerôs Choice  

16  
 
 

Managerôs Choice  

17  
 
 

Managerôs Choice  

18  
 
 

Managerôs Choice  

21  
 
 

Managerôs Choice  

22  
 
 

Managerôs Choice  

23  
 
 

Managerôs Choice  

24  
 
 

Managerôs Choice  

25  
 
 

Managerôs Choice  

28  
 
 

Managerôs Choice  

29  
 
 

Managerôs Choice  

29  
 
 

Managerôs Choice  

30  
 
 

Managerôs Choice  

31  
 
 

Managerôs Choice  

1% White Milk and Assorted Flavored Non Fat &Skim  Milkð Served daily at Breakfast and Lunch 
Breakfast and Lunch is free for all students 

  
Students wishing to get a second meal will have to pay the ala carte price of $2.25 for breakfast and 

$3.75 for lunch. 
Adult Breakfast -$2.25/Adult Lunch- $3.75  

Reminder - Menu Subject to Change Due to Food Availability 



 

Kingsbury ElementaryðòLight the Fireò 

Grade Level News Continuedé 

 

Fourth GradeñWe are ready to finish strong in 4th 
grade!  We have a busy month ahead of us.  In 
math we are finishing up geometry and beginning 
review for state testing.  In reading we are working 
on test taking strategies, completing writing prac-
tice, and reading two novels.  We will be reading 
The BFG by Roald Dahl as well as The Lemonade 
Wars.  We are continuing practice for Text De-
pendent Analysis writing by following our R.A.C.E. 
writing strategy.  Please encourage your student to 
always answer short-answer questions by restat-
ing the question and then answering the question 
in a complete sentence, using proper grammar, 
capitalization, and punctuation.  In science we are 
continuing our study of the nature and needs of 
living things by studying animal environments and 
adaptations.  Finally, in social studies we are fin-
ishing our study of Westward Expansion and learn-
ing about the Civil War.  Testing is coming up!  
Please encourage your student to do everything 
possible to finish strong academically and behaviorally! 
Fifth Grade- In fifth grade we are preparing for the state assessment on a daily basis. In math we are still focusing on 
geometry and measurement. Science has us working with various forces and motion. In Social Studies we are discussing 
the United States as a superpower. Poetry and Text Dependent Analysis have us busy in ELA. Encourage your child to 
read daily. Washington is rapidly approaching and we are looking forward to an awesome trip. As always, if you ever 
need anything please contact us via the office number. 
Health Roomñ Heart Talk From The Health RoomðYour heart is a strong muscle.  It pumps blood to all parts of your 
body, day and night.  The blood takes food and oxygen where it is needed, even to the heart.  Make a fist and put your 

other hand over it. This is about the size of your heart.  Try squeezing your hand about 70 times in a minute. 
This is how hard your heart beats every day of your life without stopping.  Some things that might cause heart 
problems are high cholesterol, high blood pressure, smoking and weighing to much. For a healthy heart you 
should eat right (balanced diet), get plenty of exercise (bicycling, basketball, fast walking), and do 
not smoke.   Take good care of your heart; it has to last you a life time. 

Related Arts News-   Our awesome PTA has recently sponsored Kingsburyôs first art show Monday, March 
26.  Artwork from each grade level was featured and our third grade students demonstrated their Carolina 
Shag skills.  Our Spring Musical, ñPirates!ò will take place Monday, May 14 at 6:00 p.m. in the cafeteria. We 
hope to see you there! 

The School Counselor Corner  

With Ms. Ehlers and  Mrs. King 

 
For May our character education value is ñhonestyò and that is 
choosing to be truthful in what we say and do.  When we are 
honest, people will know that they can trust us to tell them the 
truth.  We want others to tell us the truth, as well.  When we choose 
to be truthful, we are choosing to do the right thing.  This month 
please talk to your family and friends about why honesty is 
important to them and to you.  Some books you may enjoy reading 
are Liar, Liar, Pants on Fire by Gordon Korman, Pinocchio by 
Margaret Hillert, On My Honor by Marion Dane Bauer, A Big, Fat 
Enormous Lie by Marjorie Weinman Sharmat, and Blackwater 
Swamp by Bill Wallace.  Have a great time with honesty in May! 
  
Dates to remember: 
May 4    Military Kids Club at 7:00 AM 
May 11  6:00 PM - May 12 at 7:00 AM  GEMS Overnight Retreat 
May 18  6:00 PM ï May 19 at 7:00 AM  Knights in Training  
 ñBoys Night Outô 
May 25 Pink Shirt (Stand Up to Bullying) Day 

On April 26, Date Night With Dad packed the Multi-

Purpose Room for a delightful showing of the Goofy 

Movie.  Children and fathers alike enjoyed the fun and 

fellowship! 


